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CHAPI'ER I 
Introduction to the Thesis 'fopic 
J.'iany '·lOmen championed tile cause of women ' 5 rights early 
~n the nineteenth century . Frances Hri.ght and Ernestine 
Rose led tile way in awakening American \Vomen to the fact 
that they were politically and legally disenfranchised . 
However , the formal , .. omen ' 5 rights movement did not become a 
realjty unti l the middle of the nineteenth century, and then 
it was an out-growth of L~e anti-slavery crusade . 
In 1840 , Hrs . i-iendell Phillips , wife of a notable 
abolitionist , and Lucretia Hott , a colleague of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B . Anthony in the women ' s anti-slavery 
movement , were denied admission as American delegates t o 
the World Antislavery Convention in London , England . Hrs . 
Phillips and Mrs . Mott thereafter determined that the cause 
of emancipation applied to women as well as slaves . 
Upon returning to the United States , they began to con-
vince other prominent women of the necessity of organizing 
to secure their legal and political rights . Their immediate 
objectives were to win the right to vote and hold political 
office . l Secondary objectives were to promote the passage 
I"The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Reso-
lutions," Documents of Jl...merican History, compiled by Henry 
Steele Commager , 7th ed ., Jew York : Appleton-Century-Crofts , 
1963, 315 . 
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of laws granting them the legal guardiansh i p of thei r 
children if their husbands died , laws giving them equa l 
rights in the ownership of property a nd the right to engage 
in business affairs , and laws allowing them equal and full 
access to institutions of higher education . 2 
I n 1848 , under th~ leadership of Lucretia Mott , Susan 
B. Anthony , and Elizabeth Cady Stanton , a convention of 
women ' s rights advocates met in Seneca Fal l s , New York , for 
the purpose of drafting a list of grievances and resolutions 
calling fo r new att i tudes and laws to free them from their 
state of political and l ega l bondage . 3 
Women throughout the nation , encouraged by the boldness 
and determination of the suffragettes at Seneca Falls , sought 
ways to improve their legal and politica l status . Many 
became involved in the "reform causes ," working for temper-
ance and against slavery . They also became involved in 
politics and proved themselves to be able campaigners , 
especially i n the pres i dential campaign of 1859. 
During the Civi l War , particularly in the eastern 
states , women volunteered to f ill various support capacities 
for the military , and thereby demonstrated their ability to 
accomplish tasks characteristically reserved f.or men . 
After the Civil War , the s uffragettes returned to the 
task of winning political enfranchisement for women . Their 
efforts were centered primarily in the eastern and midwestern 
3 
states . However, their first victories came ~n the 
territories and states of the trans-Mississippi-Hest. 
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado , and Kansas were the first to 
grant women political rights. 
In Utah Territory , the struggle for women 's rights was 
particularly difficult and complicated because of the strong 
national sentiment against plural marriage , and a basic dis-
trust of Utah politics . Eastern politicians, members of 
Congress, and many of the women in the rights movement 
suspected that the only reason the men of Utah Territory 
favored the female vote was to increase the effect of their 
vote by instructing their plural wives to vote the same . 
Others were against Mormon women having the vote because of 
a personal hostility they held toward anyone of the Norman 
faith . 
Added to the above mentioned difficulties experienced 
by the Mormon women , were the hardships of pioneer life in 
the arid mountain west . In 1849 , Utah was still an untamed 
desert wilderness with few known natural resources , isolated 
from the rest of the nation by vast distances , governed by 
a theocratic form of law , and occupied by a people who had 
been commanded to live a life of social and economic self-
sufficiency . 
Although they were unlikely examples to suffragettes 
throughout the nation , the Mormon women of Utah pursued the 
goals of the women ' s rights movement successfully and became 
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nationally known as the "voting women of Utah. " This thesis 
concerns their story and legacy . 
Statement of the Thesis Problem 
In the latter half of the nineteenth century, Mormon 
women were thought to be mere pawns . chattels under the 
complete domination of their husbands . 
The author hopes to demonstrate through an examination 
of the women ' s rights movement in Utah Territory , 1870-1896, 
that (1) the Mormon women in polygamy were not enslaved , 
(2) the Jl-lormon women were free and unrestrained in voicing 
their opinions on the critical issues of the time, (3) the 
Normon women were free to organize in support of legislation 
and were free to oppose the acts of Congress which would 
compromise their rights as citizens, (4) the Mormon women 
were free to affiliate with national and international 
organizations in support of women ' s rights , and (5) the 
Mormon women supported the women ' s rights movement as a 
universal h uman issue rather than a topical issue related to 
the questions of polygamy and statehood for Utah Territory . 
Method of Procedure and Sources of Data 
This study is written in the narrative style , according 
to the historical method , and chronologically describes and 
interprets the significance of the women ' s rights movement 
in Territorial Utah . 
Except for background and interpretive material, this 
study is written from original sources , nineteenth century 
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publications of the Mormon Church , and from many out-ot-print 
works available only in selected archives and special 
collections within the State of Utah . 
Specifically, the author has relied heavily upon the 
special collections and historical archives located at Utah 
State University , College of Eastern Utah, and the Office 
of the Historian of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. 
Justification of the Study 
There are many reasons which could be cited in justifi-
cation of this study . Although the excitement and romance 
of delving into the past is reason enough for the history 
buff and the curious , there must be other and more concrete 
motives for scholars and serious students of history. 
This study and others like it - are much needed in order 
to complete the picture of the contributions of women to 
our nation . Histories on this topic can illuminate and 
c l ari fy the historical motives and impulses behind the 
present women ' s rights movement , and might help to further 
the understanding that the present movement is part of a 
larger theme which transcends nearly our entire history 
as a nation . 
Finally , this study will contribute to the effort to 
complete regional and local histories in the State of Utah 
and in other areas pioneered by the Mormon people . 
CHAPTER II 
The Utah Frontier , 1847- 187 0 
Desperate for freedom from religious persecution and 
for the prosperity which derives from honest labor and 
industry , the Normon people came to the barren valleys of 
the Great Basin in 1 8 ~ 7 , still suffering from the effects 
of being successively driven from their homes i n New York , 
Ohio , Missouri , and Illinois . 
The valleys in which they settled were considered 
agriculturally worthless . But to the visionary leaders of 
the harried Mormon people , the high mountain valleys 
offered one spec i a l advantage , privacy . 4 
The ma in t h r ust of t~e westward migration wa s toward 
th e high a nd verdant va l leys of Ca l ifornia , Oregon, and 
Washington, a nd because the valleys of the Great Basin were 
usually by-passed as prospect i ve areas of settlement , 
Brigham Young and the ~·1ormon leaders belived they had 
fou nd a place at last where t he 110rmons cou l d l ive i n 
peace . S 
4 . d LeVl E gar Young , 
Char l es Scribner ' s Sons , 
The Founding of Utah , New York : 
1924 , 97 . 
SWilliam E . Berret , The Restored Church : A Brief 
History of the Growth and Doctrines of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints , 10th ed . , Salt Lake City : 
Deseret Book Company , 1961 , 264 . 
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Between 1847 and 1857, the Hormons demonstrated once 
again the viability and industry of their society by 
establishing nearly one hundred colonies throughout the 
Great Basin . These communities, based upon an agrarian and 
cooperative economy , were governed by the Church leadership 
. h . 6 1n eac communlty . 
The land which they occupied legally belonged to Mexico , 
but the Mexican Government never attempted any administration 
of the area and no agents of the Mexican Government lived 
there . So , when the Mormons arrived in 1847 , they found 
themselves beyond the jurisdiction of the nation of their 
citizenship, and beyond the administrative reach of Mexican 
authority. Consequently , they lived under a government of 
their own making, a government whose laws were derived 
largely from the principles of their religion . 7 
On February 2 , 1848 , Mexico and the United States 
signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, a nd the area of 
Mormon occupation formally became part of the United States 
of America . One year later, leaders of the Mormon Church 
requested that each colony send delegates to Salt Lake City 
for the purpose of establishing a civil government . 
Accordingly , the delegates met in convention and organized 
the "State of Desere:t " as a provisional authority , until 
Congress ratified their action or otherwise provided for 
6 Thomas F . O ' Dea, The Mormons , Chicago : 
of Chicago Press , 1957, 84 85 . 
The University 
7 Berret , 265-266 . 
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a civil government in the Great Basin . Their hope was 
that Congress would admit the "State of Deseret" into the 
B 
union of the states . 
Congress refused to act favorably on the Mormon 
petition for statehood, and instead it passed the Organic 
Act of 1850, creating the Territory of Utah . This Act was 
not well received by the Mormons , for the boundaries 
established for the Territory of Utah did not include a 
large portion of the area of Mormon occupation , and the 
name "Utah" hardly reflected the unique institutions and 
goals of the Mormon people . "Utah, " rather, was indicative 
of the more primitive inhabitants of the Great Basin, the 
Ute Indians. 
Congress did make some concessions to the fact that the 
Mormons were the predominant population in the Territory . 
Brigham Young. was appointed Governor of Utah Territory , 
and Mormons were appointed to about half of the other 
positions in the territorial government . 9 
When the non-Mormon federal appointees arrived in Utah , 
the Mormons discovered that they harbored many of the 
prejudices and hostilities which the Mormons had hoped to 
escape by moving to Utah . The appointees, however , f~lt 
that their views were affirmed by the hesi,tancy with which 
the Mormon people submitted to federal rule and by the 
8Gustive O. Larsen, Outline History of Utah and the 
Hormons , Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1958, 78 . 
9 Berret , 292-294 . 
9 
Church ' s pub l ic announcement of the doctrine of plural 
marriage . The stage was set for a battle which would span 
10 the next four decades . 
Between 1852 and 1862 , several events occurred which 
served to heighten the intensity of the conflict in Utah . 
The Church ' s declaration in 1852 of its intent to make 
polygamy a matter of doctrine aroused a great deal of public 
comment , most of it negative . By 1854 , polygamy had become 
an issue for the various reform movements in the United 
States , and the Republican Party that yea r adopted a party 
platform which included a plank calling for the "abolition 
11 
of the twin relics of barbarism , slavery and polygamy . " 
By 1856, the Mormons had concluded that much of t he 
hard fee l ing t oward them was due to the non-Mormon federal 
off i cia l s in Uta h Territory . They believed t hese federa l 
officers were unfairl y a nd prejudicial l y reporting the 
state of gov ernmental affa ir s in Utah , which in t u rn 
a ccounted f o r the growing Congressional alarm and the 
negative reports in eastern newspapers . . The solu tion 
to this problem , in the Mormon view , was to seek again the 
admi ssion o f Utah as a state , but Congress was in no mood 
t o entertain s uch a request . l 2 
10 Larsen , 83 . 
1 lHubert Howe Bancroft , History of Utah , Salt Lake 
Ci t y : Bookcraf t Inc., copyright 196 4, 430 43 1. 
12 Bancroft , 483-4B5 . 
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In that same year, the Mormons engaged in a " reformation " 
under the direction of Brigham Young and Jedediah M. Grant . 
Missionaries traveled to every col ony and questioned . each 
person about his spiritual a nd moral transgressions . 
Afterward , each person was re-baptized for the remission of 
his sins and for the renewal of his religious covenants . 
This revival was a movement of ·high-pitched emotion and 
soul- searching, and the results , in most cases , were a 
renewed sense of group loyalty , a deeper sense of unity , 
a renewe d enthusiasm for keeping the commandments of the 
Hormon faith , and , especially, a re-dedication to the keeping 
f th .. . f h d h' 13 o e 1n)Unct2ons 0 t e Church lea ers 1p. 
Early in las7 , when the effects of the " reformation " 
were stil l in f ull bloom , word reached Salt Lake City 
about the murder of Parley P . . Pratt , one of the most 
bril l iant and beloved leaders of the Mormon people . Pratt 
had been accused of stealing the wife of Hector McLean of 
Arkansas . A tria l was he l d and Pratt was acquitted, but 
I1cLean was dissatisfied with the verdi ct and later ambu shed 
Pratt near the town of Van Buren , Arkansas . 
Pratt ' s murder had a sobering effect on the Mormon 
• people . It seemed to confirm in their minds that justice 
under. the l a w wou ld be consistently d e nied them , that 
their resistance of the federal government was justified , 
13 . F t' Nels Anderson , Deseret Sa~nts : The Mormon ron ~e r 
in Utah , Chicago : The University of Chicago Press , 1966 , 
151-152 . 
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and that the peop l e of the Missouri Valley , where they had 
once lived , still he l d a deep-seated hostility towards them ~ ~ 
Meanwhile , President Buchanan , having been misled by 
reports of federa l officia l s i n Utah and by some who had 
returned to the nation l s caoital , became convinced that 
there existed a state of rebellion in Utah Territory _ 
Buchanan ordered Secretary of War , John B. Floyd , to 
dispatch a contingen t of troops from Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas , to Utah t o put down the alleged insurrection . 
I nc l uding troops , teamsters , suppliers , and other necessary 
personnel , the expedition numbered about five thousand men . 
Concurrently , Congress decided to replace Brigham 
Young as Territoria l Governor . They selected Alfred Cumming 
t o replace Young , and ordered Cumming to accompany t he 
1,5 
troops to Utah . 
Br i g h a m Young r e c eive d the news of the impend ing 
arriva l of t h e army on J u l y 24 , 18 5 7 , wh i l e ce l ebr ating t h e 
tent h a n n iversary of t he Mor mo n s ' a r riva l in the Great 
Basin . Interpreting t h i s move as a n ac t of open agg r ess ion 
aga i nst the Mormon peopl e , and reca l ling the Mormon e xperi-
e n ce in Illinois a nd Missouri , he vowed that the Mormon s 
would never agai n be driven from their homes . 
140rson F . Whitney , History of Utah , Salt Lake City : 
George Q. Cannon & Sons Co . , Publishers, 1892 , I , 695 . 
15 d' , X' d A E oml'C Leonar J . Arrlngton , Great Basln lng om , n con 
History of the Latter- day Saints , 1830-1900 , Lincoln : 
University of Nebraska Press , 1958 , 170-172 . 
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Young declared that if the army entered their valleys 
it would find nothing of value , for it was his intention 
that the Mormons prepare a scorched earth policy, and he 
urged each family to prepare their homes and fields so that 
they could be burned on short notice. He further stated that 
the time had come to fight for freedom from "mobocracy and 
oppression ," and that, if necessary , the Mormons ... 1Quld 
separate from the Union . 16 
While the Mormons made preparations to defend their 
homes, and while the army moved steadily toward Utah, 
another event occurred which shocked and horrified the 
nation and the Mormon people as well. Less than two months 
after the announcement of the impending arrival of the army, 
and less than six months after the murder of Parley P. Pratt 
in Arkansas , an emigrant wagon train entered Utah enroute 
to southern California. The train was led by Charles 
Fancher and was comprised of families from Arkansas and 
Missouri . Unfortunate l y , the Fancher train entered Utah 
when the Mormons were exceedingly anxious about their 
future and the security of the Great Basin. The Mormons 
had been instructed by Brigham Young to conserve their 
resources; consequently , the Fancher Party encountered 
great difficulty in obtaining supplies . 17 
As the party moved southward , they were looked upon 
with suspicion and some of their number were apparently 
160 ' 0 ea , 




gUift y 0 .£ u sing intemperate language i n reference to Joseph 
Smith , the martyred founder o f the Mormon Church. The 
Fancher Party was also accused of poisoning some "'later holes 
and impregnating the flesh of " clead ox with strychnine , 
causing the death of some Indians. 18 
At Mountain Meadows , west of Cedar City, Utah, on the 
Spanish Trail , the Fancher Party camped f or the purpose of 
preparing for the last leg of their journey . On Sept e mbe r 7 , 
the .... Jere attacked by Indians and whites . The seige lasted 
fo ur days , at the end of wh ich the remai ning members of the 
Fancher Party surrend ered to a group of local militia under 
the pretext o f being conveyed to safety in Cedar City . 
However, as they left their barricades and began walking 
ou t of the valley , whites and Indians alike fell upon them 
and killed the entire p arty except for a few young children 
who were tho.ught to be too y o ung to remember the faces of 
the assassins . 19 
Meanwhi l e , the army continued i t s approach, arriving 
at Fort Bridger , Wyoming , in November of 1857 . Because of 
the wea ther and the la teness of the season , the commander , 
Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston , decided not to attempt an 
entry into Utah Territory until spring. He ordered the 
construction of an encampment near Fort Bridger , named 
Camp Scott . Here , the troops suffered many hardships , not 
being fu lly prepared for the severi ty of the winter. Some 
18 Bancroft , 547 . 
19 Anderson , 186-187 . 
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of their supplies never did r each them, ha ving been inter-
d . h 20 c epte and destroyed by Mormon vigilantes led by Lot Sm1t . 
Fortunately for both parties, a truce was negotiated 
in the early spring of 1858 , and armed conflict was avoided . 
Colonel Johnston and his army were a llowed to enter Salt 
Lake Valley wi thou t any r esistance , and the army agreed not 
to occupy the city but to camp some thirty-six miles south 
and west of Salt Lake City . In this manner the "Utah h1ar " 
ended \vith the fed era l government seemingly in control of 
Utah Territory . 21 
The conf l ict between the Mormons and the government 
did not cnd with the conclus ion of the " Utah \'lar. " The 
t-1ormons considered themselves under military occupation and 
therefore restricted in the exercise of their rights and 
liberties. Conversely , the Congress and most Americans 
believed there remained one more problem to be solved in 
Utah , the eradication of the institution of plural marriage , 
better known as poly g a my _ Public opinion was decid e dly 
against this practice and the national sentinent fina l l y 
found legislative expression in the !1orrill Act of 1862 . 
The Mor r ill Act , otherwise known as the Antibigamy Act 
of 1862 , was designed to punish t h e practice of plural 
marriage and thereby discourage the pract ice among the 
Mormons . Although the purpose and intent of this act was 
of critical importance to the Mormons, and rendered illegal 
20 Anderson , 177 . 
21 O' Dea , 104. 
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one of t h e more important institutions of their religion , 
the most important aspect of the Norrill Act was that it 
signified the willingness of Congress to settle the "Utah 
Question " with legislation instead of guns. 22 
22 Larsen , 196 . 
CHAPTER III 
Exercising the Franchise , 1870-1882 
Under the government of the "State of Deseret " Mormon 
women participated in making political decisions and 
exercised voting. power equal to men . But when Conqress 
passed the Organic Act of 1850 , creating the Territory of 
Utah, no provision was made for grant ing the Mormon women 
political rights equal t o those they enjoyed under the 
"State of Deseret . " Not until 1869 did it seem likely that 
the Mormon women of Utah, along with women in other western 
territories , would be granted the political franch i se . In 
that year, the Ho use Committee on Territories considered 
the feasibility of granting the franchise to al l the women 
in the west. However , the Committee hesitated to grant 
political privileges to Mormon women because of thei r 
participation in plural marriage . 
vlitnesses tes tifying before the Committee s uggested 
that i f Utah women were granted poli t ical power in the form 
of the vote, they woul d emancipate themselves from the 
bondage of plural marriage . This argument was favorabl y 
rece ived by Congressman Juli an of I ndiana and Senator 
Pornery of Kansas , who , in their respective houses , intro-
auced bills of legislaLio n call1ny for Lbe eXLension of 
the elective franchise to a l l women in western territories , 
including Utah . 
17 
Clearly, neither legislator was in favor of woman 
suffrage in Utah as a grant of political privilege and 
responsibility; rather , they both viewed the granting of 
the right to vote to Utah women as a cure, an antidote to 
the social heresy, plural marriage. 23 
!>1idway th r ough t heir deliberations I the Congress vJas 
informed that the o f fic ial voice of the "lormon Church , 
The Deseret Weekly, had printed three consecutive editorials 
in favor of the proposed legislation . Congress concluded 
that the Mormon men of Utah Territory \-lere as pleased at 
the prospect of woman suffrage as were their multiple 
companions . Convinced that the suffrage legislation would 
not discourage polygamous unions in Utah, the Chairmen of 
the Senate and I·Iouse Commi ttees , pigeon-holed the bills 
and they were never reported out of committee. 
·The legislative assemblies of Wyoming and Utah were 
less concerned than the national Congress about the possible 
ill effects of granting women politica l rights , and suffrage 
legislation was introduced in the legislatures of both 
territories . In I'1yoming , the suffrage bil l passed both 
houses easi ly ·but was vetoed by Governor Campbell . 
The legislature over- rode Campbell ' s veto , making 
woman suffrage a fact of law on December 10 , 186 9. In Utah, 
February 1 2 , 1870, Acting Governor J-lJann signed into law a 
23 Kate B . Carter r "Noman Suffrage in the West, " 
Historical Pamphlet October 1943, Salt Lake City: 
Publ i shed by the Daug h ters of the Utah Pioneers , 1943 , 
285-286. 
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suffrage bill granting Utah women the political franchise , 
and restored to the Hormon .. .'Omen of Utah the rights they 
had 24 previously enjoyed under the "State of Deseret. " 
An Act , giving the woman the elective franchise 
in the Territory of Utah. 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Governor and 
the Legislative Assembly of the 'ferritory of Utah , 
that every \Vornan of the age of ttJenty-one years , 
who has resided in this territory six months next 
preceding any general or special election, born 
Or naturalized in the United States , or who is 
the wife, or widow , or the daughter of a natural-
ized citizen of the United States , shall be 
entit led to vote at any election in this territory . 
Sec . 2. All laws or parts of laws , conflict-
ing with this act, are hereby repealed.25 
That same year a municipal election was held in Salt 
Lake City , providing an opportunity fo r women to exercise 
their vote. Seraph Young, grand-niece of Brigham Young , 
was t he first to cast a ballot unde r the new law . Although 
Wyoming women were granted t he vote first , Utah women went 
to the polls twice before" their neighboring suffragettes 
had a simila~ opportun ity.26 
The woman suffrage movement made steady progress 
throughout the nation in the 1870's, and although Utah 
women had the vote, they continued to support the movement 
for two reasons . First. their commitment to the movement 
was basically independent from the political crisis in Utah, 
.24 Carter, "Homan Suffrage ln the West , " 286-287 . 
25 . k Edward W. Tullidge , The Women of Morrnondom , New Yor : 
Tullidge and Crandall, 1877, 498. 
20 Carter, "Woman Suffrage in the West, " 285-286. 
,. 
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and they hoped to advance the cause of women ' s rights in 
other states and territories by their example. Second , 
their own right to vote and to exercise their civil liberties 
was periodically and severely challenged by the introduction 
of prohibitive legislation in the nationa l congress. In 
fact , in January 1870 , while the I-1ormon women were awai ting 
the pa s sage of the suffrage bill in the territorial legis la-
ture , Congress was considering the Cullom Bil l, one of a 
long list of bills introduce d in the 1860 ' s and early 1870 ' s , 
designed to limit the civil liberties of Mormons i n Utah 
Territory ·until they agreed to forsake plural marriage and 
any other aspects of their society that Congress might 
consider un-American . 
Beginning in 1862, Congress had tried to satisfy 
public opinion with the passage of the IJlorrill Act . The 
Act provided for the diSincorporation of the iJlormon Church , 
prohibited polygamy , and prohibited the Mormon Church from 
owning more than $50 , 000 worth of property other than that 
used exclusively for religious purposes. The Hormons 
considered the Act unco~stitutional and made only a super-
ficial effort to comply with the provisions of the law . 
By 1866, Congress, ever sensitive to public opinion , 
considered itself unsuccessful in handling the "Utah 
Question ." Senator Benjamin F . \vade of Ohio introduced 
a bill designed to strengtl1en .the provisions of the Horrill 
Act and to cover other areas of concern not addressed by 
the Act . The '~ade Bill reite rated most of the outstanding 
2 0 
provisions of the Norrill Act and went further by restrict-
ing the activities of the J.lormon Militia, known as the Nauvoo 
Legion, prevented Church leaders from solemnizing marriages , 
and authorized the U. S . 1-1arshall to select the juries for 
al l cases arising under the Morrill Act. 
Congress failed to pass the Wade Bill, but most of its 
features reappeared in legislation proposed by Senator Aaron 
H. Cragin of New Hampshire. The Cragin Bill was so radical 
in its provisions that Congress never gave it serious con-
sidera tion . In 1869, Senator Cragin reintroduced his Bill, 
having rewritLen it and added some new provisions , some of 
them more controversial than the provisions i n the first 
Cragin Bill. The most objectlonable feature of the second 
Cragin Bill was the abolition of the right to trial by jury 
in cases arising under the Morrill Act of 1862. This 
feature was too open ly unconstitutional and the second 
Cragin Bill was withdrawn in favor of the Cullom Bill which 
27 
addressed the same Congressiona l concern about Utah . 
Under the Cullom Bill, introduced by Representative 
Shelby M. Cu llom of Illinois , the u.s . Marshall could select 
jurors, polygamy cases would become the exclusive business 
of fede ral courts , plural wives would be deprived of 
immuni ty as w.i tnesses in cases against their husbands I the 
President .... 'as authori zed to send troops to Utah, and the 
property of Mormons who attempted to leave the territory 
because of the law could be confiscated and held under 
27Arrington , 356-357 . 
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non-Mormon jurisdict ion . The Cu llom Bill \vas only slight l y 
more satisfactory than the Cragin Bills , and although it 
passed i n the House , it failed in the Senate . 
Concurrently, Congress was considering another bill 
which offered a clever and unique solut ion to the "Utah 
Ques t ion . " 'fhe bill , proposed by Conqressman James M. 
AshJey of Ohio , provided a geographica l sol u tion to the 
prob l e m. His bill called for the "dismemberment " of Utah 
Terr i tory and the poli tical majority of t h e ~1ormons . 
Specifica lly , it sought to transfer l arge portions of Utah 
to Nevada , 'Wyoming , and Colorado, thereby splitt ing the 
Morm.on majority into sma ll minorities , each unde r th e 
jurisdiction of a different ter ritory . Hhile some were 
attracted to the Ashley solution, the ma j ority in Congress 
fe l t that the Ashley plan would only expand the conflict 
beyond the borders of Utah . The Ashley Bill failed to 
pass . 28 
Mormon women had protested the Cullom and As hle y Bill s 
by calling for a mass meeting o f the members of the Fema l e 
Relief Society . This organization of Mormon women began 
in Illinois in 1846 , and was revived in Utah in 1855 . Its 
main purpose was t o promote home industry , to promote 
prudence a nd effic i e ncy in household affairs , and to provide 
relief for the poor . HOvlever , the organization ' s leader-
'ship was committed to the cause of women ' s rights . 
28 Ib id . 
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Just seven days after the territorial legislature 
granted Utah women their political rights, Mormon women met 
in "indignation mass meetings" throughout the territory . 
Their purpose was to affirm their support of the rights 
movement and to protest the legislative offensive in Congress 
which seemed directed toward the abrogation of their civil 
liberties . The following excerpt taken from the minutes 
of the Salt Lake City meeting indicates their vie\vs : 
I1INUTES : Host of the wards of the city were 
represented . Miss E . R. Snow was elected president, 
and Mrs . L . D. Alder, secretary. 
Meeting opened with singing; prayer by Mrs . 
Harriet Cook Young . 
Niss Eliza R. Snow arose and said . . that 
an expression of gratitude was due acting-Governor 
Mann , for signing the document granting woman 
suffrage in Utah, for we could not have had the 
right without h is sanction , and said that Wyoming 
had passed a bill of this kind over its Governor' s 
head, but we could not have done this . . l>1rs . 
Sarah M. Kimball said she had waited patientl y a 
long time and now that we were granted the right 
of suffrage , she would openly declare herself 
a women's rights woman , and called upon those 
who would do so to back her up , whereupon , many 
manifested their approval . . She spoke of 
the foolish cus t om which deprived the mother 
of having con trol over her sons at a certain 
age ; said she saw the foreshadowing of a brighter 
day in this respect in the future . . J.1rs . 
Phoebe tvoodruff - said she was pleased with the 
reform,. . the yoke on women is partly 
removed. . Mrs . Wilmarth East said that I 
have never fe lt that woman had her privileges . 
I have always wanted a voice in the polit i cs 
of the nation , as well as to rear a family . 29 
While the legislative offensive seemed to wane between 
1870 and 1872 , other challenges to the l10rmon way of life 
continued . Many people were disappointed that the Mormon 
29 1 . 5 Tu l~dge , 504- as . 
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women had not used their political rights to free themselves 
from the institution of plural marriage, and many were the 
speeches calling for a national effort to destroy plural 
marriage , often called the "r·1ormon l·lonster ." 
i1eanwhile I the r'~ormon WODen concl uded that they should 
find some more effective means to defend thei r life style 
and their political rights . Encouraged by John T . Caine 
and Edward Sloan, managers of the pro-l<10rmon Herald, :'lorrnon 
women began their own newspaper on June 1, 1872, called the 
Homan ' s Exponent . The Exponent had female typesetters as 
well as editors \vho had learned their trade while working 
in the offices of the Herald and the Deseret News . 3D 
The goals of the paper were to "disseminate truth , 
combat errors, and communicate intelligence about the 
status of Mormon women. " A single woman of 24 , L . L . Greene , 
was chosen as the first editor of the Exponen t. In 1874 
she was joined by Mrs . Emmeline B. Wells, who shared the 
editoria l duties . Miss Greene married that same year and 
late in 1 874 suffered a miscarriage; consequent l y , Mrs. 
NeIls assumed a greater portion of the work in pub l ishing 
the Exponent . Lula L . Greene , now Mrs. Lula Greene Richards , 
suffered continued health problems and was slow to recover ; 
3DRobert F. Karolevitz, Newspaper i ng in the Old West : 
A Pictorial History of Journalism and Printing on the 
Frontier . Seattle : Superior Publishing Co ., 1965 , 173-
177 . 
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so l.n 1877 , Mrs . \\Iells became the editor and publisher of 
the Woman's ·Exponent . 31 
Nrs . Wells was remarkably suited for the editorship 
of the Exponent , and she was especially dedicated to the 
~ cause of women ' s rights. Through the Exponent , she 
campaigned against the superstitions and false assumptions 
about ./'oiormon women and plural marriage . She remembered 
hearing her mother talk about the inadequacies of the law 
regarding women , property ownership , and the guardianship 
of children . Her mother , widowed when Emmeline was just a 
young girl, had faced these difficulties herself and had 
talked about them often , with the result that Emmeline 
32 became a staunch aavoca t e of women ' s right s at an early age . 
As editor of the Woman ' s Exponent from 1 877 to 1914 , 
Mrs . Wells' views became nationally known. In 1879 she and 
Zina D. H. Young were chosen to represen t the women of Utah 
at a national conven tion of the National Woman .Su ffrage 
Associatio n in Washington D. C. Between 1879 and 1;902 , Mrs . 
Wells attended six such conferences , and in 1899 she attended 
the London conference of the International Counci l of Women . 
While there she was chosen as the Council ' s commissioner to 
3l"valedictory," Woman's Exponent , Salt Lake City : 
Pub l ished by L . L . Greene Richards , Deseret News Press : 
August 1, 1877 . VI , 36 . 
32 Augusta J . Crocheron , Representative Women of 
Deseret , Salt Lake City : L.C . Graham & Co ., 1884 , 63 . 
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the Phillippines, was invited to speak in the Deanery of 
W · bb d· .. 33 estm~nster A ey an was recelved by Queen VIctorIa. 
While the l'-1ormon women were busy establishing the 
Exponent as their official voice, the Mormons were presented 
with new legislative challenges from Congress. Since the 
defeat of the Cullom Bill in 18 70 , little significan t legis-
la tion had been proposed as a so lu tion to the "Utah Question. " 
The Freylinghuyson Bill seemed to echo Lhe growing disappoint-
ment with the Mormon women who had failed to extricate them-
selves from polygamous marriages . Like most of the previous 
bills , the Freylinghuyson Bill included provisions designed 
to make t he Morrill Act more enforceable . It also inc luded 
a provision which would have permanently disenfranchised 
the Norman women because of their involvement in plura l 
marr iage . In a letter to the Homan ' s Exponent, an 
anonymous writer summed up the prevaili~g view by saying : 
. The enfranchisment of women who participate 
i n plural marriages would cast crazy fanatics into 
the role of civilized and responsible members of the 
community . . Utah ' s people must be emancipated 
·from religious fanaticism before they can be3~ 
trusted with these sacred privileges , . 
Between' 1862 and 1874 , most of the anti-Horman legisla-
tion introduced had been for the purpose of bolstering the 
provisions of the Morrill Act, or had provided . for more 
33 Andrew Jenson, LDS Biographical Encyclopedia , Salt 
Lake City : Published by the Andrew J e nson Historical Co., 




"Woman Suffrage In Utah , " Woman ' s Exponent , Salt 
City: Publ ished by L.L . Greene Richards, Deseret 
Press , March 1, 1874, II, 148. 
26 
efficient enforcement of the provisions of the Morrill Act. 
The Wade Bill , the two Cragin Bills, the Ashley Bill , and 
the Cullom Bill had provided for the nullification of one 
or more sections of the Organic Act of 1850, or had included 
s uch glaring unconstitutionalities that Congress had little 
choice but to reject them . Such was the case with the 
Freylinghuyson Bill . A provision to permanently disenfranch-
ise Mormon women and prevent any future enfranchisement 
of them brought about its swift defeat . 
The fai lure OI the previously mentioned bills points 
out the problem the opponents of Normonism faced--how to 
deal with "Mormonism and polygamy and the peculiarities of 
Utah ' s people without doing legal violence to the Constitu-
t ion and the prerogatives granted and guaranteed to a ll 
citize ns? 
The Mormons ' position on these bills corresponded with 
the judgments of some of the best legal minds in Congress. 
They claimed tha t it was 'impossible to radical ly modify the 
provisions of the Organic Act of 1850 without affect ing the 
provisions of the u . s . Constitution which granted Congress 
the power to create and manage territorities . 
In " Janu ary- 1874, Representative ' Luke "F. Pol and of--
Vermont introduced a bill which many felt could bring about 
the full implementation of the 110rril l Act . Poland I s Bill 
contained many of the provisions found i n the previous bills . 
It provided for the transfer of the powers of the Territorial 
Marshal l to the U, S . Marshall , the transfer of the powers of 
the Territorial Attorney General to the U, S . Attorney , 
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assigned jurisdiction over all cases of chancery to the U. S . 
District Court , and denied the local probate courts juris-
diction in all civil and crimina l cases. And last , it 
declared null and void all acts of the territorial legis-
lature inconsistent with the provisions of the Poland Bil l. 
President Grant signed the bill into law on June 23 , 1874 . 35 
The American public remained unsatisfied . The Mormons 
stood fast on their claim that the Morrill Act , even though 
buttressed by the Poland Act , was unconstitutional . The 
Hormans once again sought statehood for Utah, which if 
granted, would place Utah affairs somewhat beyond the reach 
of Congress and public opinion, and would give the Hormans 
of Utah considerable con trol over local government . 
In December of 1877, the Christiancy Bill was intro-
duced . It provided for the repeal of the act which granted 
Utah women the right to vote, prohibited polygamists from 
voting and holding public office , and exc luded polygamists 
from accepting jury duty: Former territorial officials , 
Judge James B. McKean and Robert Baskin , lobbied vigorous ly 
for the passage of the bill . Although-they succeeded in 
getting Congressmen and Senators to admit that the Morrill 
Act and the Poland Act had failed to bring about change in 
Utah, Congress hesitated to pass the Christiancy Bill. 
Early in 1878 , the Christiancy Bill was replaced by 
the Luttrell Bill . Introduced January 10, by Representative 
. 3 ·\~ayne Stout , History of Utah , Volume I 1870-1896 , 
Salt Lake City: Published~y wayne-Stout , 1967 , I , 44-51 . 
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John K. Luttrel l of California , the bill included all the 
major prov isions of the Christiancy Bill . Hearings began on 
January 2 4. Ma ny Congressmen were specially interested in 
the section of the Luttrel l Bill which provided for new 
election procedures in Utah . Hm .. '€ver , on February 9 t 187 8 I 
the Territorial Representative from Utah , George Q . Cannon , 
was invited to appear before the hearing committee . He 
stated that those Congressmen \."ho supported the Luttrell Bil l 
because of its provisions for a new election law in Utah, 
s hould be advi sed that the Territorial Legislature of Utah 
was about to pass a new election lavl which would include the 
various reforms found in the Luttrell Bill. Cannon the n 
produced copies of the territorial legislation for members 
of the Committee . This move convinced Chairman Jacob 
Turney ~ha t t he Committee shou ld wai t on any ~ongressiona l 
a ction to see if Utah passed its own bil l o f election reform. 
The Utah b ill passed the territoria l legislature February 23, 
1 8 7 8 , and t he Luttr e ll Bill d i e d. 36 
Du r i n g the d ebates on t he Chris t iancy and Luttrel l 
Bills , the- Mormon women grew more defensive of their 
political rig h ts and about their position in the controversy. 
On Nov ember 8 , 1 878 , abou t 20 0 non-Norma n women of Utah me t 
t o organize and j oin the fight against the peculiar institu-
tions of their Territory . Hany of these women were support-
ers of the women ' s rights movement , but they declared their 
36 Stout , I , 92-102 . 
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willingness to give up their political rights under the 
laws of Utah if only Congress would e nact legislation that 
would ban polygamy effectively . At the end of their meet i ng 
they reso l ved to send a memorial to President Hayes irnplor-
ing him to act s wiftly and decisively on the " Utah Question . " 
The l'-1ormon women responded by -calling for a mas s · 
meeting on November 16 , 1878 . In Lhis meeting they passed 
(ive resolutions stating their position . These resolutions 
follow as prin t ed in The Deseret WeeklY on November 20, 1878. 
We women of the Church have been misjudged 
and misrepresented to the nations by these i n our 
midst , of our own sex , in regard to our most sacred 
rights which pertain to the holy relations of 
wifehood and motherhood ; we do hereby , earnestly , 
solemnly , and emphatically , declare our true 
sentiments and invite thorough and impartial 
investigation of our cause ; Wherefore : 
First , Resolved : That we , women of the 
Church aDd Loya l American Citizens , claim the 
right guaranteed b y t h e Constitution that Congres s 
shall make n o law respecting an establishment o f 
religion o r p r oh:lb-iting the fr"ee exercise t h ereof, 
a righ t wh i ch we seek to exercise , not to the 
i njury of others , but within the pale of peace and 
jus t ice , of li fe , liberty and the purs u i t o f 
happin ess , according to the dictates of o ur o wn 
conscience . 
Second , Reso l ved : That we protest agains t 
any e nactmen t of any l aws which depriv e America n 
Citizens , whethe r male or fema l e , of any 
constitutiona l right , and that we make a united 
effort to secure the unanimous voice of the 
women of our f a ith to p l ead the passage of t h e 
sixteenth amendment during the coming session o f 
Congress . 
Third , Resol ved : That we solemnl y avow ou r 
belief in the doctrine of the Patriarcha l order 
of marriage , . as one of the most importan t 
principles of our holy religion, and claim t he 
right of its pra ctice . 
Fourth , Reso lved : That we do truly 
appreciate the efforts and labors of the noble 
ladies of the National Women ' s Suffrage Associa-
t ion , who , though opposed in their feelings to 
plural marriage , and without sympathy for ou r 
30 
religious views , bravely defended the cause of 
women ' s rights in Utah, in t he halls of Cong ress , 
and take this public opportunity of tendering 
"the m a n express ion of our heartfelt thanks . 
Fifth , Resolved : That the women of Utah 
memorialize Co ngress , setting forth their 
grievances , and that they . . defend themselves 
against the ruthless and violent assaults now 
being made upon their sacred and con s t itutiona l 
rights . 
In this fashion the Hormon women stated their resolve 
to hold not only to the Constitution , but also to t heir 
religious teachings , bel ieving no inconsistency existed in 
abiding by both standards. 
The five resolutions became national news and were 
r eprinted in most of the national newspapers, thus informing 
many Americans for the first time that the Mormon women wou ld 
stand up for polygamy and c ons titut i on a l rights. 
In 1879, · Congress again began considering the possi-
bility of repeal ing ·the Organic Act_of 1850 which had _ 
created the Territory of Utah. This consideration occupied 
t hem for nearly two years . Meanwhi l e , several court cases 
were pending on the issue of plural marri age . The mos t 
famous was Reynolds v. United States, (98 U_S _ 145). George 
Reynolds, a prominent figure in the Mormon Church , allowed 
himself to become the ob ject of a test case in which he 
was accused of violating the federal statutes prohibiting 
polygamy. In the trial, federal prosecutors argued that 
the Fourth Article of the Constitution granted Congress 
the power to make all "needfu l rules and regulations over 
the Territories , " and therefore Congress had acted lawfully 
in the passage of the Morrill Act and Poland Act _ Further , 
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they argued that the provisions banning polygamy were lawful 
by virtue of the fact that marriage is a civil ceremony and 
therefore subject to the civil laws . 
Reynolds ' lawyers argued that marriage was an "estab-
lishment of religion ," not of the civil government, and that 
if Congress were allo\</ed to pass laws infringing upon or 
forbidding one religious rite, then Congress could pass 
statute after statute affecting the practice of all religions. 
They f urther argued t hat the First Amendment of the Constitu-
tion prohibits the State from interfering with one ' s church 
obligations or scriptural interpretations of what constitutes 
true doctrine or moral responsibility . 
The Federal prosecutors replied that , if the court 
restrained Congress from attaching a penalty to the "crime " 
of polygamy , based upon t he c l aim that it was a practice of 
religious fait h , then the court ' s ruling would prevent 
Congress from attaching a penalty to any act that might 
b e committed in t he name of re l igious practice. 
Th e Federa l Distr ict Court found i n favor of the 
prosecut ion and Reynolds was sen tenced to prison . Reynolds 
and his l awyers appea l ed the dec i sion to the United States 
Supreme Court which heard t h e case beginning November 14 , 
and took the case under advisement on the 16th of' November , 
1878 . On January 6 , 1 979, the Supreme Court handed down a 
u nanimous decision upholding the lower court . Congress had 
acLed legally in the passage of the Morrill Act and the 
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Poland Act, and polygamous marriage as prohibited by those 
Acts was illegal . 3? 
The Reynolds decision was a blow to the Mormon women . 
It meant that plural marriages contracted since 1862 were 
invalid and that children born of those marriages were 
illegitimate under the civil law . It also meant that 
religious freedom as described in the First Amendment could 
no longer be considered an absolute right . 
That same year Mormon women attended the seventeenth 
annual convention of the National Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion in Washington D. C . Emmeline Wells and Zina Young 
Williams- Card were cordially received by Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B . Anthony , and were invited to address 
the convention . Afterward , the Mormon Delegates led a 
special delegation to meet with President Rutherford Hayes, 
who listened to their petition but promised no support for 
the cause of women's rights . President Hayes eventually 
left them in - the hands of the First Lady Hho gave the 
"voting women of Utah " h · H 38 a personal tour of the \'1 1 te ouse . 
The prominence of Utah women 1n the suffrage movement 
did not go unnoticed by the press . Although these women 
exemplified the goals of the movement in achieving political 
rights , they also exemplified what concerned easterners 
called the religious fanaticism of Utah Territory . The 
37orson F . Whitney, History of Utah , Salt Lake City : 
George Q . Cannon & Sons Co . , Publishers , 1898 , III, 48-49 . 
38 Carter , "Woman Suffrage in the West ," 287-289 . 
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public demanded again some final solution to the "Utah 
Question . " 
Back in Utah, the Liberal Party, comprised of non-
1-10rmons, attempted to disenfranchise the Mormon \Vomen by 
requesting a writ of mandamus from the Federal District 
Court , directing that voting registrars strike the names 
of Norman women from the voting lists . They also began 
planning for the November elections in which they intended 
to offer a slate of candidates . Their specific target 
would be the seat of the Territ?rial Representative to 
Congress held by George Q. Cannon. 39 
On September 22 , 1880, the convention of the Liberal 
Party met and selected Allen B . Campbell as their candidate 
for the Congressional seat . Campbell was a prominent non-
Mormon businessman heavily involved in the mining industry . 
Governor i'1urray was the keynote speaker , and echoing the 
Liberal Party Platform , he stated his desire to "rescue the 
children of the Territory from the sloughs of ignorance and 
superstition ." 
The campaign was not vigorous for it was commonly 
believed that Cannon \<1ould win by a large margin , and the 
results confirmed that belief . On December 14, Secretary 
of the Territory, Arthur Thomas, in the presence of Governor 
Murray , opened the official return which showed that the 
incumbent, George Q. Cannon, had defeated Allen Campbell 
18,568 to 1,357 votes . 
39Wh o 225 1tney, III, . 
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Although Section 186 2 of the Revised Statutes of the 
Un ited States directs tha t " The person having the 
greatest number of votes shal l be declared by the Governor 
duly elected , and a certificate shal l be given accordingly ," 
Territorial Governor Burray did not intend to certify the 
~O 
election of George Q. Cannon. 
Campbell , who had an t icipated the results of the 
election, filed a protest of the results on December 12 with " 
secretary Thomas . He claimed that Cannon was not a natural-
ized citizen , that Cannon was a practicing polygamist and 
therefore ineligible to hold the seat of Territorial 
Representative . Campbell said that " the females of the 
Territory who claimed the right to vote , outnumbered the 
votes polled at the elect ion ," that a ll votes cast by females 
were c as t for Cannon , and that the Territorial law granting 
females the right to vote was void. He further stated tha t 
" t h e votes of t he females had vitiated the election ." 
Campbe l l ' s complaint advised t hat " t h e Governor and the 
s ecre tary h ad power to go behind t he election returns and 
ascertain from extrinsic evidence the number of votes legally 
cast for each candidate ." Campbell was confident that such 
an examination would indicate that h e , not Cannon , was the 
only certifiable candidate . 
Cannon defended himself against the charges of the 
complaint by producing d ocumentary evidence of his citizen-
ship an d t hat he was not in violation of the Morrill Act of 
40- 1h - t v 1 ney , III , 140-142 _ 
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1862. He pointed out that Congress had seated him on 
three previous occasions and that Congress , under the federal 
law , was the final judge about who would be seated in that 
august body . Nevertheless, on January 8, 1881, Governor 
Murray issued a certificate of election to Allen B. Campbell. 
Congress , however, refused to seat either Cannon or Campbell, 
and the seat remained vacant until 1882 when it was awarded 
t J h T C · 41 o 0 n . a~ne. 
Meanwhile, the court denied the Liberal Party ' s request 
for a writ of mandamus . The request for the writ of mandamus 
and the Camp?ell challenge to the election of George Q. 
Cannon, were events closely watched by members of the women's 
rights movement. These attempts to negate the right of Uta~ 
women to vote could have damaged the cause of women ' s rights 
throu9hou~ the nation . Responding to the obvious discourage-
ment of the Utah women , Belva H. Lockwood , a national figure 
in the movement , wrote to Emmeline We l ls saying , "Stand by 
your guns . Allow no encroachment upon your liberties. No 
mandamus here . ,,4 2 
The challenges to Utah institutions continued unabated , 
including the right of Utah women to vote. Most of the old 
arguments were resurrected as solutions to the problem. 
The validity of the Organic Act of 1850 was challenged , and 
so was the right of the Utah Territorial Legislature to 
pass laws. The Mormon women , weary of the battle to 
41 . Whltney , III, 150-151. 
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preserve their political rights, were forced to conclude 
that more serious challenges were yet to come, challenges 
which would go beyond the issues of women ' s rights and 
polygamy , challenges which would strike at the very heart 
of their existance as citizens with equal standing under 
the laws of the United States of America . 
CHAPTER IV 
The Disenfranchised , 1882-1890 
Senator George F. Edumunds of Vermont , a reputed 
authori ty o n the Constitution, announced in 1881, his belief 
that a bill could be written that would destroy polygamy 
and would also be clearly constitutional . Be i ntroduced 
sucH a bill in December of 1881 and it was immediately seen 
as l ess origina l than advertised and its const itutionality 
wa s neither cle ar nor certain . 42 
The Edmunds Bill contained nine sections , many of which 
were taken from the Morrill Act of 1862 or borrowed from the 
previously defeated Christiancy Bill. The Edmunds Bill 
intended to reduce the influence of the Mormon Church in 
Utah Territory by vesting all political power in a select 
body of non-Mormon federal appointees known as the "Utah 
Commission. " It provided for h e avy penalties to be imposed 
upon those who practiced polygamy and denied them the right 
to vote , to s it on juries, and to hold political office . All 
of these provisions were to be accomplished by declaring 
vacant all elective and appointive positions in the terri-
torial government , thus allowing the Presiden t to fill 
these positions with men who would have the power to super-
vise the registration of vOLers , conducL e l ections , pass 
42Stout, History of Utah , I , 165 . 
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upon the eligibility of voters , count votes , and issue 
certificates of election . These functions would be 5uper-
vised by the Utah Corrunission with the assistance of the 
territorial courts and federal officials in Idaho and 
. 43 Ar1Z0na. 
As the Senators debated the provisions of the Edmunds 
Bill in the early weeks of 1882 , some were bothered by what 
they bel ieved were unwise or illegal provisions of the bi ll. 
Edmunds justified the provisions of his bill by saying : 
Here is a state of things that requ ire legislative 
action of the sovereign authority to put the 
politica l power of that Territory into the hands 
of tho$p who are obedient to the law, and not to 
the hierarchy and polygamists who are disobedient 
to it , we treat it as a reorganization of the 
Territoria l Assembly ... The object of the bil l 
is to take the political power in tbe Territory 
out of the hands of those tyrants . 44 
Senator Wilkinsoh Call of Florida challenged the methods 
prescribed by the bi ll for achieving its purpose , by saying : 
It destroys one government and organ izes anothe r 
for t h e p urpose of givi ng efficiency to provisions 
for punishing c r i J!le . I t deliberate l y provldes that 
a person charged with a crime shal l not have a n 
imparti a l t rial. It imposes a re l igious test 
upon the jurors , which is a violation of the 
cardina l provisions of the Constitution . 45 
Other Senator s , such as John T . Morgan of Alabama and 
George F . Vest of Missouri , rose to object to the provisions 
43 . . . Arr~ngton , Great Basln K~ngdom , 358 . 
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of the bill . Senator Morgan claimed that the bil l violated 
the constitutional prohibitions of ex post facto laws , and 
Senator Vest said the Edmunds Bill contained all the 
elements of bills of attainder , which are also prohibited 
by the U. S. Constitution . 
The Senate passed the measure anyway and sent it to 
the House where it was debated until March 14 , 1882, and 
passed easily by a margin of 199 votes to 42 votes. The 
President signed the b i ll into law and it went into effect 
on March 22 , 1882 . 46 
The reaction of the Hormon women to the Edmunds Act was 
strong and vigorous , for the Act struck directly at their 
political and domestic rights . They felt that they had care-
fully and successfully exercised their political rights soas 
to give credibility to themselves and the women ' s rights 
movement . They also continued to believe that the nature 
of one ' s marita l arrangement is private a nd not a matter of 
public con cern . 
The Edmunds Ac t disenfranchized not o nly t he Mormon 
women of Utah , but all women in the territory . Section 20 
of t he Edmunds Act reads : 
It shal l not be lawful for any female to vote 
in any election hereafter held in the territory 
of Utah for any purpose whatever , . and any 
act of the Legislative Assembly of the territory 
of Utah providing for or allowing the registration 
of voting females is hereby annulled . 47 
46 Stout , History of Utah , I , 172 . 
47 . t 
" Edmunds Act 1882 ," U . S. Statutes at Large, \vashl.ng on: 
Published by the U. s . Government Printing Office , 1882 , 
XXII , 30 . 
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, 
Emme l ine Wells castigated Congressman Cassady of Nevada 
for his support of the Edmunds Act and its provision to 
disenfranchise the women of Utah. She said : 
Remember , Mr . Cassady, the Edmunds Bill disfranchised 
both men and women who had ever obeyed the ecceles-
iastical law , and after doing all that, on~ would 
think there would be a boundary to the extent of 
disfranchisement . 48 
With the passage of the Edmunds Act , the reformers who 
had been involved i n the anti-Mormon crusade , began campaign-
ing for various kinds of programs to rehabilitate the 
be l ievers in Mormonism . l'1rs . Angie F . Newman of Nebrask a , 
was one of the more popular crusaders seeking to bri ng 
about the rehabilitation of the Mormon women . Nhi l e speak-
ing in Cincin nati on the Mormon question, her remarks 
inspired the circulation of a petition calling for the 
rehabilitation a n d reform of Mormons . Ultimate l y , i t 
was signed by more than two hundred thousand people , mos t 
of them women . 
Mrs . Newman I s speeches created such a '.' strong fee l ing 
of interest in b e h a l f o f the down-trodden , ignorant 
creatures , 1I t hat the Woman ' s Home Missionary Society o f the 
fliethodist Episcopa l _Church-Iaised a large sum of money for 
the establishme nt of an industria l home for the women of 
49 polygamy . 
48 " Disenfranchisement of Women ," \\loman I s Exponent I 
Salt Lake City : Published by Emmeline B. Wells , Deseret 
News Press, December I , 1883 , XII , No . 13 , 100 . 
49 "Mrs . Angie F . Newman ' s Crusade Against The Mormons ," 
Woman ' s Exponent , Salt Lake City : Published by Emmeline B. 
Wells , Desere t News Press , August 1 , 1884 , XII I, No . 15 , 36 . 
41 
Other reformers were not satisfied with the provisions 
of the Edmunds Act, and continued to stir public opin ion, 
calling for more stringent measures . Kate Fields, a 
nationally known lecturer , toured many of the larger cities 
delivering her famous speech entitled, "The Mormon Monster ." 
At one such engagement , she invited Mrs . B. A.M . Froiseth , 
a prominent Utah non-Mormon to address the Relief Corps of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. Mrs . Froiseth warned of the 
dangers of Mormonism and its effect on women , and then said : 
But mark you , . the spirit of prophecy is 
upon me this afternoon, . the day shall come 
when the shame and reproach shall be taken away 
and it shall be a glorious thing to be a woman 
in Utah . And why do you ask? Because I believe 
that it will be largely through the efforts of 
the women of America, spurred on and incited by 
the loyal women of Utah that the Country will be 
forced to deal with the Hormon Monster as it 
deserves , ... The 40 , 000 members of the Relief 
Corp are pledged never to cease their effor ts 
until the institution of polygamy is doo~Od and 
the- cross is p l anted over its grave ... 
On March 6, 1886, the Mormon women of Utah gath ered at 
the Sal t Lake Theater to qiscuss ways to combat the provi-
sions of the Edmunds Act . Th~y decided to draw up a memoria l 
to the Congress and the President. In it they cited the 
unfair and unjust treatment they and their husbands suffered 
at the hand of the federal officials. They cited the 
practice of federal officials arres·ting any man who had 
only the slightest association with his plural wives; they 
protested the interrogation of children by federal deputies , 
50.. 0 0 0 0 01 Kate Fl.elds On Mormonl.sm, " The Salt Lake Cl.ty al. y 
Tribune, Salt Lake City : Published by the Tribune Publish 
ing Co. , Inc . , February 17, 1885, XXVIII, No. 106 , 4. 
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the forcible entry of homes , and the jailing of women for 
f . . . . 1 51 re uSlng to answer questlons about thelr marlta status . 
The Edmunds Act had been eminently successful in ais-
rupting the Mormon way of life . Federal prosecutors sent 
many polygamists to prison, many others fled to Mexico or 
Europe . Nearly all Church leaders were in exile or hiding , 
regular Church services and functions were discontinued,and 
the Utah Commission was able to report by t .he latter part of 
1886 that it had successfully excluded some 12 , 000 men and 
women in Utah Territory from registering and voting. 52 
Still , the anti-Mormon crusadp.rs and much of the 
American public remained unsatisfied with the Congressional 
solutions to the "Utah Question . " The crusaders were 
rewarded in early 1887 with the passage of the Edmunds-
Tucker Act. Its provisions are summarized in ·the following : 
I. That the Corporation of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints , insofar as i t 
had , or pretended to have , any legal existence , is 
d i sso l ved . The Un i ted States Attorney Genera l 
is directed t o institute proceedings to accompl ish 
t h e dissolution. 
II. That the Attorney Genera l ins t itute 
proceedings t o forfeit and escheat a l l property , 
both rea l and personal of the dissolved church 
corporation held in violation of the 1862 l imitation 
of $50 , 000 . The property is to be disposed of 
by the Secretary of the Interior and the proceeds 
applied to the use and benefit of the dis.trict 
school s in Utah. 
51"Letter To The Sisters At Home ," Woman ' s Exponent, 
Salt Lake City : Published by Emmeline B. Wells, Deseret 
News Press , April 1 , 1 886, XIV , No. 21, 165 . 
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III . That the Perpetual Emigration Company 
be disso lved , its charter annulled , and its 
resources escheated and 'expended by the Secretary 
of the I n terior for use of the district' public 
schools of Utah . The Territorial Assembl y is 
forbidde n to approve 'the charter of any similar 
corporation designed to accomplish the bringing 
of persons into the said Territory for any 
purpose whatsoever. 
IV . That the court be empowered to compe l 
the production of books , , records , ' papers , and 
documents relating to properties h eld by the 
president of the church , as trustee-in-trust over 
its properties , in which , as trustee-in-trust , he 
holds interes t . 
V. That the Act also abolishes woman suffrage 
in Utah ; disinherits chi ld ren of p l ura l marriage ; 
prescribes a comprehensive test oath- to eliminate 
polygamists - from voting, ho ld ing office , and 
serving on juries ; vests all judicial, law 
enforcement , and militia pm-,ers i n the Utah Corruni-
sion and other federal appointees ; suspends the 
territoria l schoo l lawsi and places the territoria l 
schools under - the control of the territoria l 
supreme court and a court appointed commissioner . 
The Act requires al l marriages to be certified by 
certificate i n the probate courts, and the Act 
dissolves a ll existing election districts , and 
dissolves the Nauvoo Legion . S3 
So sweeping were the powers granted in the Edrnunds-
Tucker Act , that the Hormons could find no effective means 
of resisting . They we re disenfranchized as citizens -of -Utah 
Territory a nd as citizens of the United States of America. 
They had no vote , could not serve on j ur ies , and were 
deprived of the r~ght of a fair trial . Their marriages 
were rendered invalid and their children considered illegi-
timate . They could not hold public office , and they were 
dispossessed of their hard-won economic resources . 
Under the Edmunds and EdmundS-Tucker Acts , the federal 
officers succeeded in winning 1004 convictions for unlawful 
53A · 361 rrl.ngton , . 
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cohabitation and 18 convictions for polygamy . One man , 
Edward Dalton of Paragona, Utah, was shot and killed by 
Federal Marshall William Thompson while attempting to 
avoid arrest. 
The preservation of political rights no longer seemed 
an important issue to the Mormons by 1890 . The enforcement 
of the Edmunds-Tucker Act had reduced all possible questions 
and considerations to one: survival . It became clear to 
the leaders of the Mormon people that some major concessions 
were in order. The cost of resisting the federal govern-
ment had been dangerously high . 53 
54 Anderson , 321-323. 
CHAPTER V 
The Last Challenge 
\Vilford \"1oodruff, President of the Norman Church, 
concluded in 1890 that the fight for plural marriage and 
the peculiar life style of Mormons in Utah was lost . 
Woodruff and the Mormon people began to address the 
questions of law and propriety which had cast them into 
conflict with the federal government and the nation at 
large. W.oodruff announced on September 24, 1890 , the 
issuance of a "Manifesto ," declaring an end to the contract-
ing of plural marriages between me mbers of the Church . A 
portion of that "Manifesto" reads: 
Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by 
Congress forbidding plural marriages , which 
laws have been pronounced constitutional by 
the court of last resort , ~ I hereby declare 
my intention to submit to those laws , .and to 
use my influence with the members of the 
Church over which I preside , to have them do 
likewise . . And now I publicly declare 
that my advice to the Latter-day Saints is 
to refrain from contracting any marriage 
forbidden by the law of the land. 55 
In October of this same year , members of the Church 
met in semi-annual conference in Salt Lake City, and in 
the general session , Lorenzo Snow , Pre sident of the Quorum 
55 "Official Declaration," The Doctrine And Covenants 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latte r day Saints , Publish-
ed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints, copy-
right by David O. McKay, 1962, 256-257 . 
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of The Tw-elve Apostles, read the "Manifesto " to the 
membership and then made the following motion: 
I move that, recognizing \\lilford Woodruff as the 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints , and the only man on t h e earth at the 
present time who holds the keys of the sealing 
ordinances, we consider him fully authorized by 
virtue of his position to issue the Manifesto 
which has been read in our hearing , and which 
is dated Se ptember 24, 1890 , and that as 
Church in General Conference a s sembled, we 
accept his dec l aration concerning plural 
marriages as authoritative and binding . 56 
The membership passed and solemnized the motion I thus 
taking the first step toward the normalizaton of relations 
between Utah, t h e Hormons , .and the federal . government. That 
same year the Church dissolved its political arm, the 
People ' s Party , and . in 1893 , the .non-Mormon Liberal Party 
followed suit . The membership of the People ' ~ party and 
the Liberal Party were ins t ructed by their leaders to 
affiliate with one of the national party groups . 
I n 1893 , President Benjamin Harrison issued a pardon 
for a ll polygamists who had not violated the law since 1890, 
and in 1894, President Cleveland issued a similar proclama-
tion. One b~ one the major points of conflict were resolved 
in some degree , and the .citizens of Utah once again began 
to think about the possibility of statehood. The overal l 
effect of this acconunodatj.on was that Congress agreed to 
hold hearings on a statehood bi l l introduced by Congressman 
J.L. Rawlins in 1894. In July of that year President 
56 Ibid . 
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Cleveland signed an Enabling Act for t he proposed state 
of Utah . 57 
Meanwhile , the Mormon women had been busily crusading 
for the return of their political rights. In 1889 they 
organized a Utah Chapter of the National Woman's Suffrage 
Association , and i n 1891 they organized the Woman ' s Press 
Club with three \vell known suffragettes at its helm . 
Emme l ine Wel l s served as president and Susan Young Gates 
and Lula Greene' Richards as vice-presidents of the 
organization . 
l'<1rs. Hel l s decided t o affiliate with the Republican 
Party , not a popular choice with most Mormons who felt 
that the Republican members of Congress were l arge ly 
responsib l e for the hardships that Mormons had suffered 
during the previous four decades i n Utah. In a matter of 
months , Mrs . We lls became one of the most powerful figures 
in the entire territory . Susan Young Gates said: 
If you would know what hard work , indomitable 
faith , and divine intelligence can do for a woman , 
just watch "Aun t Em il cross a thoroughfare and " 
then see her emerge on the other side of the 
street to hold converse, perchance, with some 
busy politician, where in ten minutes you will 
hear the fate of the Republican Party , . 
cooked, S§rved , and served in a most delectable 
way. . . 
S1.Carter , "Noman Suffrage in the West," 3 03 . 
58 Susan Young Ga t es , History of the Young Ladies 
Mutual 1m rovement Association of The Church of Jesus 
C r~st 0 Latter-day Saints, from 1869 "to June , 1910 , 
Salt Lake City : Deseret News Press , 1911, 50-53. 
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The signing of the Enabling Act by President Cleveland 
provided for the calling of a constitutional convention in 
Utah ~erritory . Both the Democratic Party and the Republi-
can Party in Utah met in their respective conventions and 
passed resolutions calling for various provisions to be 
included in the proposed constitution for the State of 
Utah . Each party called for an inclusion of a provision 
restoring political rights to the women of Utah . 
An atmosphere of guarded enthusiasm prevailed as the 
delegates to the constitutional convention began their work 
on March 12, 1895 . fI1any of the delegates had attended 
previous constitutional conventions for a proposed State of 
Utah and had seen their work fail to meet Congressional 
approval . Moreover, most of -the delegates ~ere Hormons who 
had felt the power of the federal government as exercised 
under ~he Edmunds and Edmunds-Tucker Acts . As a result , 
the provisions introduced and debated were those common l y 
found in the const itut i ons of other states , and th e y were 
designed t o b e i noffensive and fully acceptable to Congress . 
The delegates were taking no chances. 
Fifteen days after the opening of the convention , t he 
question of woman suffrage was introduced for discussion . 
It was expected that a suffrage pr~vision would easily gain 
the approval of the delegates . John Q. Cannon, editor of 
The Deseret Weekly , expressed the feeling of most observers 
when he stated that : 
. There is little prospect of extended debate 






equal suffrage clause in the state charter, since 
the people of the territory have had an experience 
of women exercising the right to vote, and both 
parties have made an unequivocal pledge to confer 
the franchise on the gentler sex . . . 59 
Emmeline Wel l s concurred with editor Cannon ' s assess-
ment . No figure of local or national importance anticipated 
a battle over the suffrage clause although it emerged as the 
most controversial issue of the convention . 
On March 27 , 1895 , the Committee on Elections and 
Suffrage reported out of committee in favor of Section I, 
Article IV, which stated that , ". both male and female 
citizens of the state shall enjoy equa l ly all civil , 
political , and religious rights and privileges. " GO 
Immediate l y after the Committee report , Mr . Kiese l, 
representing the minority view, asked for time to read a 
minori t y report . Although this request was irregul ar a nd 
technically in v i o l a tion of rule nineteen of the convention , 
t h e Chairma n h onored the request . The minority report 
warned aga ins t gra n t i ng suffrage to wome n because t h ey 
were " ruled b y impu l ses and sympathies ," and the report 
recommended that the suffrage provision be set as i de until 
statehood was achieved. 6l 
59 " The Co l orado View ," The Deseret Weekly , Salt La ke 
Ci ty: Published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Deseret News Press , l1arch 16 . L . 395 . 
GOOfficia l Repor t o f the Proceedings and Debates of the 
Convention to adopt a Constitution for the State of Utah , 
Salt Lake City: Star ?rinting Company, 1898 , I I, 1858 . 
(Her~after cited as "Proceedings ." ) 
G1 " proceedings ," I , 409 . 
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Some objection to the suffrage clause had been expected. 
Had it not been for the powerful support given the minority 
report by Delegate B . H. Roberts from Davis County, the 
convention would have duly noted the minority report and 
then passed the suffrage clause . But Roberts was a noted 
orator, and a General Authority of the Hormon Church, and 
his opposition to equal suffrage came as a surprise . 
In his speech to the convention , Roberts stated his 
belief that the suffrage provision would endanger Utah ' s 
bid for statehood , and that·. the men of Utah Territory would 
reject the constitution if the suffrage provision passed. 
Roberts also claimed that the delegates supporting equal 
suffrage were likely to vote for it only because of their 
party platforms and not because of genuine conviction. 
He then charged that the party resolutions favoring equal 
suffrage were being used as levers upon the conscience and 
" " 62 
reason of the delegates at the convent~on . 
Roberts ' argument was first challenged by Mr. Thurman 
of Utah County , a ve t eran of two previous statehood 
conventions. He accused Roberts of dealing in politica l 
expediencies , of having no regard for justice and right , 
and of betraying the party faithful by disregarding his 
party ' s platform which called for women suffrage . "Mr . 
Roberts is entitled to honors for oratory, but not for 
62 .. p d" rocee ~ngs ," I , 427 . 
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seeking to widen the circle at human libe:r;-ty." Thurman 
concluded his remarks by saying : 
. that inasmuch as women are property O\<lners , 
they are vitally interested in political affairs, 
and should have the right to vote , which right 
follows the logic· of the Founding Fathers, no 
taxation without representation . 63 
Fra nklin S. Richards came next to the defense of the 
suffrage clause by reminding the delegates that '''yarning 
once faced a similar dilemma and that Wyoming Senator C.O. 
Clark , (earing that their bid for statehood might be 
endangered by a suffrage clause , asked his consitutents 
if they would allow him to strike the provision if necessary. 
Their reply was emphatic: "We would rather remain a 
territory than relinguish that facet of political. life 
enjoyed for twenty years as a territory . ,, 6 .4 
Richards then reminded the convention that Utah had 
the female vote seventeen years without ill effect , and 
recommended that the convention stand fast for the suffr~ge 
provision. Then directing his remarks to B '-H. Roberts and 
the authors of t he minority report who had implied that 
women were unfit for suffrage by their very nature , 
Richards submitted the following in defense of women : 
she arrives at conclusions quicker than man , 
her intuition is only the essence of reason , 
and her nervous structure is better suited 
for receiving vibrations . By her intuition she 
is brought into a more intimate relation with the 
universal intelligence than her duller companion , 
63',proceedings," I, 435-437. 
6~.lproceedings " , I , 440. 
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she is in closer connection with the 
sublimal consciousness. 65 
Then speaking in a philosophical ve1n, Richards said 
that so long as women have tacitly consented to be represent-
ed by the other sex , there has b e en an excuse for unequal 
r e pre sentation : 
Nhy should a nation f ail, except that it f alls into 
discord with itselfi how could it do otherwise so 
long as only one class of its population embodies 
its sovereignty? . From the state of nature 
man progresses and gradually comes under the 
control of higher spiritual affection and 
intelligence of mind. This is the process and_ 
tendency of" progre ss, thus man progresses from 
that muscular primitive who lies in wait to stun 
a woman, carry her off, and rule her life, to an 
enlightened feeling of equality . 6 .'6 
And fina lly, in justification of women ' s rights, 
Richards said: "Government is simply national housekeeping 
and we all knOW -Women have particular "gifts for house-
keeping_ ".~ 7 
The third and last of the l ead proponen ts of the 
suffrage clause was Orson F. Whitney, scholar, author, and 
orator . He began by paying his respects to the oratorical 
talent of B.H. Roberts and confessed to have attempted 
some comparisons between Roberts and other courageous 
figures in history, such as Horatius at the Roman Bridge, 
or Leonidas and the Spartans at Thermopylae d~fending 
against the Persians. But Hhitney said these comparisons 
65"Proceedings," I, 443. 
66"proceedings," I, 447-449. 
67 Ibid. 
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{ailed because Horatius and Leonidas were fighting for 
freedom, but B . H. Roberts was not . Whitney then compared 
Roberts to a bull who stood on the railroad track facing an 
oncoming train . His owner , seeing the bull and perceiving 
the outcome, cried: "I admire your courage, but damn your 
judgment ." Whitney denied any intentional implication 
that Roberts was a dumb animal, and then said that he 
"did once hear of an animal who did speak , the property of 
one Balaam , it spoke by. inspiration from on high , so I 
cannot compare it to the gentleman from Davis county. ,, 6B 
The balance of Whitney ' s attack consisted of accusing 
Roberts of high-mindedness and of giving the genera l 
impression that supporters of the suffrage clause had 
-motives less lofty than his . Whitney admitted that the 
heroes of righteousness are occasionally _found among the 
minority , but claimed that the majority are often correct in 
their consensus . " Take Lincoln and the North , .or Mich ael and 
two~thirds the hos t s of heaven, they .bear out the fact t h at 
truth is often manifes t in the wi l l of the majority . ,, 69 
Whitney closed his argument by reminding Roberts that 
as a General Authority of the l"ormon Church, Roberts should 
know - that Mormonism views women as free agents , and that 
Roberts' own discourses supported that view. JO 
68 "proceedings , " I, 505-507 
69Ibid . 
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Other arguments give an idea of the diversity of 
thought among the delegates of the convention. Mr. Kiesel, 
minority leader of the Committee on Elections and Suffrage , 
opposed the provision because of the dominant influence qf 
the Mormon Church in Utah. He claimed that "out of the 
di s cord of churches lies the safety of the state," and that 
because of the strength of the Mormon Church in Utah he 
'd d 71 cons~ ere woman suffrage "out of place and unsafe . " 
Mr. Robinson supported the provision because of the 
many European immigrants coming into the country whom he 
thought harbored anarchist tendencies; therefore he 
believed that a "doubling of the staple vote will enable 
us to peacefully control these foreign elements.,,72 
Roberts ' argument sustained continuous rebuttal for 
three days, during which time his . constituents requested 
that he either follow their wishes as expressed in .' the party 
platform or resign. On the fourth day of discussion , 
Roberts made a special request for time to address the 
convention . Many believed he was going to resign and that 
he wished for time to make a statement of reSignation . . 
Roberts did nothing to correct that impression until he had 
the floor i then he announced that he had no intention of 
resigning but planned to make a last defense of his 
original statement. 
7l Ibid . 
72"proceedings"t ' I , 455 . 
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Roberts defended h is position at length , but his 
defense rested upon two main premises : first, that because 
of Utah ' s past experience with women ' s suffrage , Utah 
voters would reject the constitution ; and second , that the 
suffrage provision m~ght provoke Congress into needless 
de bate and thus delay the granting of statehood to Utah _ 
He concluded his statement by saying that "woman ' s place 
is in the home , and that to grant her the elective franchise 
and the chance to hold elective office , would upset the 
t 1 d f . t 73 na ura or er 0 SOC1e y . 
Four years l ater , the editor of T.he Young Women I 5 
Journal , Susan Young Gates , asked Roberts what his personal 
attitude was toward the political status of women. Realiz-
ing that this quest i on referred to his remarks in the _ , 
, 
COJlstit utional Con vention of 1895 , Roberts repl.ied tha L his 
view h ad generally been misrepresented as one of contempt . 
He said .his actual position was that , "man' s life and 
woman ' s l ife were so different that to refuse women the 
elect i ve franchise woul d secure the domestic tranquil ity 
of t h e home and would do no substantial harm to woman . " 
He said further that a woman ' s influence would be lessened 
by being directed into an unwomanly environment , and that 
he wanted to see " preserved without spot or blemish, or 





prospect of diminution, that noblest and best office of 
man, . The Protector of woman. ,, 74 
Despite Roberts ' arguments and his position in the 
Hormon Church, the suffrage provision passed easily . 
Roberts ' contention that the voters of Utah would reject the 
constitution proved to be fa l se , and his argument that the 
suffrage provision would cause unnecessary debate and delay 
also proved untrue. With only minor changes , Congress and 
the President found the constitution acceptable and Utah 
became the forty-fifth state on January 4, 1896, a nd the 
fourth state to grant women the political franchise . 
The following month, at the twenty-eighth annual 
convention o f the Nationql Woman Suffrage Association , 
one of the speake r s called attention to the fact tha t the 
Utah women h a d had - the franchi"se restored to them by - the 
. 
mal e d elegat es of the Utah Constitutio'nal Convention : 
You will notice that the seats of the delegation 
from Utah are marked by a large United States 
·flag bearing three stars, a big one and two 
smaller ones . The big star is for Wyoming, 
b ecause s h e stood alone "for a quarte r of a 
cen t ury as the only state where women voted. 
Co lorado comes next because she is the first 
s t ate where a majority of men ever voted to 
grant women equal rights. Then comes Utah , 
because the men of Utah in convention 
assembled , in spite of the bad example of 
Congress which took the right away from the 
women of Utah for ten years , .. the men 
of Utah, h aving seen the good effects of 
woman suffrag e for years before tha~ , 
74 
B. H. Rober ts, "The Political Status of Women in Utah, " 
The Young Women ' s Journal, Salt Lake City : Published by 




voted by an overwhelming majority to leave 
o u t that little word "male " from their suffr~ge 
clause. 7 5 
Al though the historical accuracy of this statement is 
in doubt , the accuracy of the sentiment expressed is 
unmistakable . Women ' s rights advocates the nation over , 
gathered in convention, were pleased once again to address 
the ladies from Utah as the "voting women of Utah ." 
For the Mormon women of Utah, restoration of their 
political rights was indeed worthy of celebration , but it 
was also anticlimactic . for they had' considered the 
political franchise a natural and legal right for more than 
forty years . 
Salt 
News 
75" The W"ashington Convention, " Woman I 5 Exponent , 
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